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IN THE BIRMINGHAM COUNTY COURT            CASE NO:  06 D765 

B E T W E E N: 

 REBECCA SARAH BROWN Petitioner

 and 

 MATTHEW JON BROWN Respondent

  
ANSWER TO PETITION 

 

The Respondent in answer to the Petition filed in this suit says that: 

 

1 SO far as is known to the Respondent there is no other child now living born to the 

Petitioner during the said marriage save for the children set out in part 7 of the Petition. 

 

2 NO agreement or arrangement has been made or is proposed to be made between 

the parties for the support of the Petitioner or the children of the family except a voluntary 

payment of £150 per week for maintenance of the children. 

Extra line space 

3 THE Respondent agrees that the said marriage has broken down irretrievably but 

denies that such a breakdown can be attributed to his behaviour as alleged in the Petition or 

at all. 

 

4 THE Respondent denies that he has behaved in such a way that the Petitioner 

cannot reasonably be expected to live with him.  Save as expressly admitted in the 

following paragraphs he denies every allegation as set out in the Particulars. 

Justified left paragraph 

5 THE Respondent admits that he has pushed the Petitioner on about three 

occasions but he says that on every such occasion he was provoked by the Petitioner as 

she continually shouted abuse at him, threatened him and repeatedly assaulted him. 

 

6 HE admits that in June 2011 he ordered the Petitioner to leave the family home and 

not to return but considers that he was justified in doing so.  Over the past two years she 

had totally neglected him.  She persistently nagged him, threatened him and humiliated 

him in front of family and friends on several occasions to such an extent that he could no 

longer bear to live with her. 



 

Particulars 

 

THE Petitioner has habitually abused the Respondent.  When in a temper, she has often 

behaved aggressively towards him, using foul language and threats to kill him.   

 

ON New Year’s Day 2010 the Petitioner repeatedly criticised and nagged him in front of 

their friends.  Also on that same day she threatened to ‘kick him out’ of their family home in 

front of their children. 

 

ON 12 August 2011 the Petitioner attempted to burn the Respondent’s clothes at their 

family barbeque by collecting some of his clothes after an argument and trying to throw 

them on the hot coals. 

 

DURING the years 2010 to 2011 the Petitioner neglected and ill-treated the Respondent as 

set out in paragraph 6 above. 

 

The Respondent therefore prays: 

Indented line 

1 That the prayer of the Petitioner may be rejected 
 
2 That the said marriage may be dissolved 
 
3 That the Respondent may be granted residence of the children of the family: 
 
 Benjamin Jon Brown born 5 October 2004 
 Anna Rebecca Brown born 30 June 2006 
 
4 That the Petitioner may be ordered to pay the costs of this suit. 
 
DATED this   day of   20** 
 
 
 
Signed _________________________________ 
 
Ingram Lochee & Exton   18 Temple Row   BIRMINGHAM   B2 5DS 
Solicitors for the Respondent 
 
TO: The Court Manager 
and 
TO: The Petitioner 
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